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Excellence in Wildlife Stewardship Through Science and Education 

Nebraska Chapter of the Wildlife Society 
Annual Members Meeting 

February 25, 2025 

Call to Order 
The annual membership meeting of the Nebraska Chapter of The Wildlife Society was called to 
order at TIME by President Sarah Nevison. Introductions were made by President and 
acknowledgement of Planning Committee Members Matt Steffl, Shelley Steffl, Shaun Dunn, 
Jessica Jurzenski, and CMPS Representatives Embere Hall, Stephanie Ferrero, Andrea 
Orabona, and Rick Warhust. President-Elect Matthew Gruntorad reviewed conference logistics, 
student poster presentation process, agenda for Thursday’s workshop regarding the 
Certification process in honor of Carl Wolf.  

The President took the time to also acknowledge the recent unprecedented firings of federal 
employees and how it affected attendance at this year’s meeting. Sarah read to the NETWS 
members two memos, dated February 5th and February 19th, written by The Wildlife Society 
President Art Rogers and CEO Ed Arnett.  

Board Members present included: 
● President: Sarah Nevison
● President-Elect Matthew Gruntorad
● Treasurer Katherine Graham
● Members At-Large: Larkin Powell, Ben Wheeler, Amelia Baker

Board Members not present included: 
● Secretary Chelsea Forehead
● Members At-Large: Jessi Tapp
● Past-President Erin Considine

Secretary’s Report 
Minutes from the 2024 Membership Meeting were read by At-Large Board Member Amelia 
Baker in lieu of Secretary Chelsea Forehead. Motion to approve minutes was made by Member 
Shaun Dunn, seconded by Member Teresa Frink, and approved unanimously.  

Treasurer’s Report 
The 2024 Treasurer’s Report (attached) was read by Treasurer Katherine Graham. Balances as 
of December 31, 2024 were:  

● Checking: $32,575.92
● Savings: $15,054.87



 

●​ Joe Gabig CD: $5,491.24 matures on 01/17/2026 
●​ Net Worth: $53,122.03 

 
The Draft 2025 budget (attached) was read by Treasurer Katherine Graham, who explained the 
projected income and expenses for 2025. There was discussion surrounding the discretionary 
spending and the renaming of various line items. There was a brief update on the TWS 
Certification reimbursement and that at the time of the meeting no member had been 
reimbursed by the NETWS for certification. 
 
There was a brief discussion on the Joe Gabig Scholarship Expense and that the Board is 
taking it out of the 2025 expenses due to a lack of nominations.  
 
A brief discussion around the NETWS “rainy-day fund” occurred. A member asked when the 
NETWS “rainy-day fund” was taken out of a CD. According to President-Elect Matthew 
Gruntorad it may have never been in CD, and that the actual “rainy-day fund” is an enhanced 
checking account that was converted by the bank from a savings account, but is effectively the 
same thing as a savings account. Member Jessica Jurzenski commented that the “rainy-day 
fund” has a year of operating expenses for emergencies and $500/year is put into it. It currently 
has ~$15,000, which might not be a large enough cushion, but that can be discussed at a later 
time. Member Eric Zach asked if there’s any liquid investments it could be put into, but the 
current bank NETWS is using does not offer something like that, but could if the bank was 
changed. 
 
A few discretionary line items were renamed, including the recognition & sponsorships which 
includes spending for memorials and sponsorship, such as booths for banquets/conferences. 
The Board voted to direct the student travel award expense to CMPS, with a preference for NE 
students. Lastly the CMPS breakfast on Wednesday, February 26th would fall under 
miscellaneous, which in the future can cover similar expenses.  
 
The policy line item was of great discussion and resulted in a motion. Over the last few years 
the money dedicated to policy work has gone unused and the chapter has not been able to 
maintain a lobbyist. Member Will Inselman expressed concern that the chapter needed an 
appropriate line item in the budget to have a “stronger voice down at the capitol”. He explained 
that it may be possible for retirees to speak for the chapter instead of paying a lobbyist. Most 
members agreed with the idea, although worried about how it would be acted upon. CMPS 
Member Rick Warhust provided an example of how they’ve approached policy work as a section 
with the help of a lobbyist.  

●​ Motion to move policy work from the annual budget to discretionary funds was made by 
Member Will Inselman, seconded by Jessica Jurzenski, and approved unanimously.  

 
Motion to accept the Draft 2025 budget was made by Member Ritch Nelson, seconded by 
Member Shaun Dunn, and approved unanimously.  
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Committee Reports 
Nominating: 
Nominating Committee Chair Andy Little was not present during the members meeting, but 
President-Elect Matthew Grunterod reported in lieu of the committee chair. He reported on the 
full slate of open offices and allowed for those nominated to give a short introduction to the 
members present. There were no questions from the audience. 
 
Newly elected positions as of March 27, 2025 are: 

●​ President-Elect: Jessica Tapp 
●​ Secretary: Amelia Baker 
●​ Board Members At-Large: Shelley Steffl, Teresa Frink, and Katie Boden 

 
Membership: 
Member Committee Shaun Dunn reported that through TWS International there are 67 
members likely due to students coming and going, but largely a bit of a drop. There are currently 
12 lifetime members and plaques need to be updated. Dunn reminded the members to pay their 
dues and acknowledged the Google Group. He and part-time committee member Amelia Baker 
reminded members about the status of those apart of the Google Group, and if we want to 
continue allowing practically anyone to join the group, regardless if they’ve paid dues. There 
were no questions from the audience.  
 
Programs: 
Programs Committee Chair Matthew Gruntorad casually mentioned that we have a meeting this 
week! There were multiple sponsors including JEO Consulting Group, Scheels, Bass Pro 
Shops/Cabela’s, Pheasants Forever, Quail Forever, UNL CASRN, Bird Conservancy of the 
Rockies, Olsson, UNL Biology, FHU, and Omaha's Henry Doorly Zoo & Aquarium.  
 
Conservation Review: 
Conservation Review Committee Chair Jenny Prenosil was not present during the members 
meeting, but President Sarah Nevison reported in lieu of the committee chair. Nevison noted 
that NETWS has not taken any stance on any legislation, and based on the policy discussion 
earlier in the meeting more can become of this committee.  
 
Information and Education: 
Information and Education Committee Chair Shaun Dunn commented on how this committee 
has been largely silent. Dunn has been a member for many years and hasn’t seen anyone 
officially chair it. In the past there’s been discussion on how to incorporate NETWS into social 
media. However, Dunn asked if anyone was interested in chairing or being apart of the 
committee to let him know.  
 



 

Awards: 
Award Committee Chair Andy Little was not present during the members meeting, but Member 
Shaun Dunn reported in lieu of the committee chair. Dunn announced there was one nomination 
for the Career Professional Award, but no new applications (disregarding a few used from last 
year) for the Professional of the Year award. Dunn explained as an example that if a member 
worked on a great conservation project and that it may be worthy of recognition, to think of 
submitting that for one of the awards. Questions from members included the location of the past 
award winners, that winners can only win once per NETWS By-Laws, and CMPS member 
Andrea Orabona offering to also remember to elevate award winners to the section level.  
 
Certification: 
Certification Committee Chair Jessi Tapp recalled her speech from the 2024 members meeting, 
and how hollow it would feel due to recent circumstances. Tapp noted that there’s an increase in 
student attendance this year and that if there are questions to approach herself of Member Ritch 
Nelson who may step into the chair role. Tapp mentioned the workshop on Thursday and hoped 
to see people there.  
 

Student Chapter Reports 
●​ Chadron State College: Samantha (Student Member) 

○​ Due to the passing of the chapter’s president Trevor Eisenbraun the chapter is 
not providing a formal update. However, over the past year the students 
participated in a wildlife trivia over winter break, helped out with deer check, 
learned about swift fox with the Forest Service, and were apart of the Rocky 
Mountain Banquet.  

●​ UNK: Tyler Matrangos (President) 
○​ Via a PowerPoint presentation introduced officer positions and names. The 

chapter was very active and were involved in bat netting, owl pellet dissections, 
bald eagle viewing, and numerous social activities. They commented that student 
attendance averages 20 students, and that for the first time the club was 
registered for the UNK student organization fair. The chapter was excited for 
future plans and thanked professors including Dr. Wuellner. 

●​ UNL: Amelia Baker on behalf of The Wildlife Club 
○​ Via a PowerPoint presentation At-Large Board Member Amelia Baker gave a 

brief updated based on information from a student member of The Wildlife Club. 
The chapter participated in an annual stream cleanup, learned about satellite 
telemetry, and put up stickers on windows in Hardin Hall to prevent bird strikes. 
Baker noted that members of the club would be at the conference the following 
day. 

●​ Wayne State: Anna DeGroot (President)  
○​ There were four members present from the chapter. Over the past year the club 

members went on fish trips, set camera traps, helped out with the Missouri River  
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Expo, and have plans for future work to put up signs on campus about prairie 
present on the college campus. A few of the members have poster presentations.  

 
Member Jess Jurzenski provided information to the audience about the student professional 
lunch the following day.  

 
CMPS Representative to TWS Council 

Current President of CMPS, Embere Hall, welcomed all the members to come to the CMPS 
business meeting during breakfast tomorrow to learn more about what the section does on 
behalf of NETWS. Hall explained that CMPS has 7 member states, and that their meeting 
rotates around, and that this year it’s in NE. Hall reiterated her thanks to the NETWS Planning 
Committee for everything to make the conference happen this year.  

 
CMPS Section Report 

This year CMPS hosted their business meeting on Wednesday, February 26th and provided 
updates on the sections’ and TWS Council’s activities from the past year. NETWS paid for 83 
plates for the CMPS breakfast. 

 
Old Business 

TWS Certification Reimbursement: 
President Sarah Nevison gave the members an update on the NETWS Certification 
reimbursement fund. At the time of the meeting no one had taken advantage of the funds, and 
as it stands the chapter can support 100% reimbursement of the certification application once 
paperwork has been submitted. On Thursday a certification workshop would be held in honor of 
Carl Wolf.  
 

New Business  
President Sarah Nevison and President-Elect Matthew Gruntorad addressed the members for 
new business items.  
 
Elections and Current Nominations: 
Once again elections and current nominations were addressed.  
 
Incorporation of NETWS: 
Per mandate from TWS International every state chapter must become incorporated. A few 
years ago TWS Council was encouraging this action in order to reduce liabilities and protect 
section leaders, but now it is required. TWS Council did a majority of the up front work and is 
helping the chapters work through the process. The total cost is approximately $150-200 in fees 
that NETWS will pay for.  
 



 

Central Mountain and Plains Section (CMPS) Office Position: 
CMPS has restructured their board design in such a way that every state has a voice. Starting 
2025, NETWS will have to have a member that represents the state chapter at the section level. 
The position is for 2-years and must have been elected without our chapter or by CMPS. 
NETWS decided based on the by-laws that either the President would automatically fill the role 
or the President can appoint someone. Members learned that within the next Quarterly Board 
Meeting a discussion would be held regarding who would fulfill the CMPS Office position. No 
questions from the audience.  
 
Roles of President-Elect, President, and Past President: 
Over the years there’s been a goal to revisit the NETWS By-Laws to modernize them. Members 
should be on the lookout last in the year as Board Members try to put together a new set of 
By-Laws. 
 

Open Discussion 
All the Old and New Business had been addressed; an open discussion and question period 
was offered to the Members in the audience.  
 
Importance of Being a Member to NETWS and TWS International: 
Member Will Inselman offered up a point of discussion regarding the relevancy of advocacy due 
to the current state of the federal government’s administration and recent events. He pointed out 
what TWS Council has been able to accomplish and what it means to be a member. When you 
are NETWS Member of an international member of TWS you’re able to see lately what TWS 
Council has been doing on behalf of conservation and its people.  

●​ At-Large Board Member Amelia Baker noted the eWildlifer newsletter that you receive if 
you are an international member 

●​ Member Eric Zach noted that the person who will be the CMPS Officer for NE could gt 
out a newsletter for membership 

●​ Memember Jessica Jurzenski explained that any international member of TWS can give 
someone a 6-month membership to early professionals and students.  

●​ Member Mark with CMPS offered the NETWS members encouragement to stand by our 
federal employees and to contact your congressional staff and senators in order to offer 
your support. The member brought up TWS internationals Conservation Affairs Network 
(CAN) that can provide helpful information for membership.  

●​ Member Bob Lanka, Past President of TWS International, reiterated what Mark LAST 
NAME said and advised to do this work at home, and not at work. Lanka went on to offer 
further advice on seeking assistance from CAN and to offer full membership to others for 
6-months if they are able if they are on the fence. His words of encouragement ended 
with a quote from the Past-President of TWS Bruce Thompson who said, “People join 
TWS for what they get, and they stay with TWS for what they give.”  
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Member Questions for Student Chapters: 
Member Will Inselman wanted to hear from the Presidents and Members of the Student 
Chapters present in the audience, on how they were doing and how difficult it is for them to keep 
students active in their chapters. For example, is funding an issue? 

●​ Chadron State liaison and NETWS Member Teresa Frink stated that money is not a 
limitation, but instead it is resources. Frink said that they are luck because they have 
state and federal agencies who are nearby, but if there are any professionals who come 
out west, Frink can let her students know and plan something.  

●​ Wayne State Student Chapter President Ana DeGroot offered they also would like to 
have more people come over and volunteer for hands-on type events.  

●​ It was decided that the Student Engagement Task Force should determine if it’s 
monetary or resources NETWS members can offer and what’s needed to connect 
deeper with students.  

 
Encouraging TWS Certification: 
Member Shaun Dunn encouraged members who are interested in getting certified to attend the 
workshop on Thursday, and although it appears daunting, it’s worth it. Member Len McDaniel 
told his story about how as a Certified Wildlife Biologist (CWB) he was able to stand as a 
witness on the stand in South Dakota and that the judges accepted his certification as the 
necessary qualifications for the case. CMPS Member Andrea Orabona offered information on 
the TWS Trailblazer Grant that can provide field gear, wildlife science, and conservation 
endeavours in order to assist.  

 
Adjournment 

A motion to adjourn was made by member Teresa Frink, and seconded by member Melissa 
Marinovich. The motion was approved unanimously, and the meeting was adjourned at 1:39PM.  

 
Attachments 

2024 Treasurer's Report 
Draft 2025 Budget 

2025 Conference Agenda 
 
 
 
 



REVENUE

BUDGET 

REVENUE

ACTUAL 

REVENUE

Donations 1,050.00$         1,675.00$         

Interest Income 5.00$                7.77$                

Joe Gabig Scholarship Income 100.00$            242.78$            

Lifetime Memberships 300.00$            144.27$            

Membership Income (NE + TWS) 1,000.00$         717.48$            

Sponsorships/Booth Exihibitors 620.00$            2,077.41$         

Auction Income 2,000.00$         4,110.10$         

Annual Mtg Cash Deposit 500.00$            500.00$            

Annual Mtg Registration Income 6,200.00$         7,747.63$         

EXPENSES

BUDGET 

EXPENSES

ACTUAL 

EXPENSES

Chapter Operation Expense 50.00$                571.07$               

CMPS Membership Dues 120.00$              -$                    

Education and Information Expense 550.00$              -$                    

Joe Gabig Scholarship Expense -$                   -$                    

Professional/Career Awards Expenses (plaques, etc) 130.00$              92.18$                 

Yearly deposit to savings acct -$                   -$                    

Student Poster Award Expense -$                   -$                    

Photo Contest Awards 300.00$              300.00$               

Student Rooms (Annual Mtg) 2,000.00$           592.57$               

Student-Professional Workshop -$                   

Annual Mtg Auction Purchases -$                   -$                    

Annual Mtg Cash Withdrawal 500.00$              500.00$               

Annual Mtg Catering Expense 6,600.00$           8,122.16$            

Annual Mtg Expenses (Misc) 430.00$              467.26$               

Annual Mtg Facility Expense 750.00$              1,187.69$            

Annual Mtg Speaker Expense -$                   -$                    

Annual Mtg Workshop Expense 300.00$                300.00$                 

Lobbying Expenses -$                    

TOTAL EXPENSES 11,730.00$         12,132.93$          

TOTAL REVENUE 11,775.00$       17,222.44$       

OVERALL Balance 45.00$                5,089.51$            

Discretionary Funds Considered Annually Maximum Actual

Membership Development Expense (TWS certification) 1,025.00$           -$                    

Professional Travel Expense (board member to TWS mtg) 1,000.00$           -$                    

TWS Donation 500.00$              -$                    

Student Travel Award Expense 500.00$              -$                    

TOTAL 3,025.00$           -$                    

Account Balances, as of 12/31/2024

Checking = 32,575.92

Paypal = 0.00

Savings = 15,054.87

Joe Gabig CD = 5,491.24 matures on 01/17/2026

Net worth = 53,122.03

NETWS 2024 End of Year Report (02/21/2025)



REVENUE

Budget 

REVENUE

Actual 

REVENUE

Donations -$               -$           

Interest Income 5.00$             -$           

Joe Gabig Scholarship Income 200.00$         -$           

Lifetime Memberships 150.00$         -$           

Membership Income (NE + TWS) 500.00$         -$           

Sponsorships/Booth Exihibitors 2,200.00$      -$           

Auction Income 2,000.00$      -$           

Annual Mtg Cash Deposit 500.00$         -$           

Annual Mtg Registration Income 10,365.00$    -$           

Expenses Expense Actual Expense

Chapter Operation Expense 350.00$         -$                   

CMPS Membership Dues 120.00$         -$                   

Education and Information Expense -$               -$                   

Joe Gabig Scholarship Expense -$               -$                   

Professional/Career Awards Expenses (plaques, etc) 150.00$         -$                   

Yearly deposit to savings acct -$               -$                   

Student Poster Award Expense 300.00$         -$                   

Photo Contest Awards -$               -$                   

Student Rooms (Annual Mtg) 2,000.00$      -$                   

Student-Professional Workshop 150.00$         -$                   

Annual Mtg Auction Purchases 300.00$         -$                   

Annual Mtg Cash Withdrawal 500.00$         -$                   

Annual Mtg Catering Expense 9,650.00$      -$                   

Annual Mtg Expenses (Misc) 500.00$         -$                   

Annual Mtg Facility Expense 1,200.00$      -$                   

Annual Mtg Speaker Expense -$               -$                   

Annual Mtg Workshop Expense 300.00$         -$                   

TOTAL EXPENSES 15,520.00$    -$                   

TOTAL REVENUE 15,920.00$    -$           

OVERALL Balance 400.00$         -$                   

Discretionary Funds Considered Annually Maximum Actual

Membership Development Expense (TWS certification) 1,025.00$      -$                   

Professional Travel Expense (board member to TWS mtg) 1,000.00$      -$                   

TWS Donation 500.00$         

Recognitions/sponsorships 1,100.00$      

Student Travel Award Expense 500.00$         -$                   

Policy work 7,000.00$      -$                   

Miscellaneous meeting expense 2,000.00$      

TOTAL DISCRETIONARY 13,125.00$    -$                   

NETWS 2025 BUDGET



 

2025 ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA 

WITH 

CENTRAL MOUNTAINS & PLAINS SECTION 

Tuesday, February 25th – Thursday, February 27th, 2025 

Holiday Inn & Convention Center – 110 2nd Ave, Kearney, NE 68847  

  

NETWS Board Members: 

Sarah Nevison – President | Matthew Gruntorad – President-Elect | Erin Considine – Past President | 

Katherine Graham – Treasurer | Chelsea Forehead – Secretary 

Members At Large: Jessi Tapp (’23–‘25) | Larkin Powell (’23–’25) 

Ben Wheeler (’24–’26) | Amelia Baker (’24–’26) 

Planning Committee Members: Matt Steffl | Shelley Steffl |Shaun Dunn | Jessica Jurzenski | Embere Hall | 

Stephanie Ferrero | Andrea Orabona | Rick Warhust  

 
 

 

10:30 – 11:30 am Late Registration and Check-In (Stateroom D) 
 

Lunch (included; Ballroom 1) 

11:30 – 1:30 pm  Presidents Welcome 

 NETWS Members Meeting 

 Student Chapter Presentations 
 

 

2:00 – 4:30 pm Plenary: Wetland Advocacy (Stateroom DEF) 

Ted LaGrange – Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, 

Wetland Program Manager 

Andy Bishop – Rainwater Basin Joint Venture, Coordinator  

Jeremy Grauf – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 

Nebraska Section Chief 

Ian Ghanavati – Papio Missouri NRD, Water Resources Engineer  

4:30 – 6:30 pm Dinner (on your own or make a new friend!) 
 

7:00 – 9:00 pm Social & Team Trivia 

Limited seats for Team Trivia – sign-up will be provided 

Chicken Coop Sports Bar & Grill 

2115 Avenue A, Kearney, NE 68847 
 

 

1:30 – 2:00 pm Break (Stateroom DEF) 

Time 

Tuesday, February 25th  

Item 

Conference 

Theme: 

“Advocacy” 

Time 

Tuesday, February 25th  

Item 
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 Thank you to our sponsors!  

 
 

Wednesday, February 26th 

Time Item 

7:45 – 8:00 am Late Registration and Check-In (Stateroom D) 

8:00 – 8:50 am 

 

Breakfast (included; Ballroom 1) 

 Welcome and Plan for the Day 

 Central Mountains & Plains Section Business Meeting 

9:00 – 10:00 am Session 1 Contributed Talks (Stateroom DEF)  

9:00 – 9:20 am 

 

First-Time Hunters: Key to Revitalizing Waterfowl Hunting 

Participation 

Madelynn K. Vasquez, Matthew P. Gruntorad,  

Christopher J. Chizinski, and Mark P. Vrtiska 

(University of Nebraska-Lincoln) 

9:20 – 9:40 am 

 

Exploring Satisfaction Levels of Tier II Duck Hunters: The Role of 

Hunting Partners 

Ava M. Britton, Matthew P. Gruntorad, Christopher J. 

Chizinski, and Mark P. Vrtiska 

(University of Nebraska-Lincoln) 

9:40 – 10:00 am 

 

Becoming an Outdoors Woman 

Julia Plugge 

(Nebraska Game and Parks Commission) 

10:00 – 10:30 am Break (Stateroom DEF) 

10:30 – 11:30 am Session 2 Contributed Talks (Stateroom DEF) 

10:30 – 10:50 am 

 

Producer’s Views on Conservation Programs in the Rainwater Basin 

Region of Nebraska 

Natalia L. Hagen, Matthew P. Gruntorad, Sarah E. Ulrichsen, 

and Christopher J. Chizinski 

(University of Nebraska-Lincoln) 

10:50 – 11:10 am 

 

Habitat Considerations and Management Challenges of Public Land 

Prairie Grouse in an Ever-changing Conservation Landscape 

Greg Wright 

(US Forest Service) 

11:10 – 11:30 am 

 

Habitat Heterogeneity in Space and Time 

Chris Helzer 

(The Nature Conservancy) 

 Break for Lunch (on your own or Ballroom 1 with pre-registration) 
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Thursday, February 27th 

Time Item 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

  

TWS Wildlife Biologist Certification Workshop (limit 30 persons) 

 Hosted by: David Haukos –Sign up at registration desk 

University of Nebraska at Kearney 

Bruner Hall of Sciences: Room 270 

UNK guest parking permits will be available to workshop attendees 

 

  

11:30 am – 1:30 

pm 

Student Professional Lunch (provided with pre- registration; 

Ballroom 1; check-in at door) 

1:30 – 3:00 pm Session 3 Contributed Talks (Stateroom DEF) 

1:30 – 1:50 pm 

 

STAR-Trax – Tracking the Lone Star Tick’s Seasonality and Impact 

Brigette King, Victoria Chaplin, Lucy Schermerhorn, Sydney 

Henry, Meredith Edelmon, Gabby Lorino, and Brian H Herrin 

(Kansas State University) 

1:50 – 2:10 pm Historic and Current Surveillance of Echinococcus multilocularis in 

Coyotes in Illinois and Indiana 

 Breck Aguinaga, Kamilyah R. Miller, Briana Raya, 

Todd M. Kollasch, William Ryan, and Brian H. Herrin 

(Kansas State University) 

2:10 – 2:30 pm 

 

First Detection of Echinococcus multilocularis in Wild Canids in Kansas 

and Missouri 

Briana Raya, Kamilyah R. Miller, Julia Miller, 

Todd M. Kollasch, William Ryan, and Brian H. Herrin 

(Kansas State University) 

2:30 – 2:50 pm 

 

The Hardship of Parasite Diagnostics: Comparing Two Fecal 

Techniques for the Detection of Echinococcus multilocularis in Wild 

Canids 

Kamilyah R. Miller, Briana Raya, Julia Miller, Breck Aguinaga, 

Todd M. Kollasch, William Ryan, and Brian H. Herrin 

(Kansas State University) 

3:00 – 3:30 pm Break (Stateroom DEF) 

3:30 – 4:10 pm Session 4 Contributed Talks (Stateroom DEF) 

3:30 – 3:50 pm 

 

Compensatory Mitigation Within the Corps Regulatory Program 

Katrina Stanek 

(US Army Corps of Engineers) 

3:50 – 4:10 pm 

 

Evolving Motivations in Conservation: How Modern Natural Resource 

Students Challenge Traditional Models 

Lindsey Chizinski 

(University of Nebraska-Lincoln) 

4:10 – 4:30 pm Break (on your own) 

4:30 – 5:30 pm Student Poster Session & Social (Ballroom 1) 

6:00 – 10:00 pm 

 

Evening Banquet, Awards, & Auction (Ballroom 1) 

 Keynote Guest Speaker: Marla Stelk – National 

Association of Wetland Managers, Executive Director 
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Poster Presentations 

Number Title 

 

 
1 

 

Novel Metrics to Assess Antler Asymmetry in White-tailed Deer 

Bryce Sutton, Brian C. Peterson, and David Zorn 

(University of Nebraska at Kearney) 

2 An Evaluation of Deer Hunting Attributes in Rural and Urban Hunters 

Paige Miller, Matthew P. Gruntorad, Mark P. Vrtisksa, Jeffery J. Lusk, 

and Christopher J. Chizinski 

(University of Nebraska-Lincoln) 

3 

 

Trends in Burrowing Owl Habitat Selection in Northwest Nebraska 

Katelyn M. Diehl 

(Chadron State College) 

4 

 

Comparing Pre and Post White-nose Syndrome Distributions of Three Bat 

Species in Eastern Nebraska 

Daniel Peacock, Thomas Raad, Amanda Ciurej, Jeremy White, Mark 

Porath, and Han Li 

(University of Nebraska at Omaha) 

5 

 

Importance of Harvest and Unretrieved rates for Determining Meleagris 

Gallopavo Mortality Rate 

Madison JE. Hein, Matthew P. Gruntorad, Mark P. Vrtiska,  Jeffery J. 

Lusk, and Christopher J. Chizinski 

(University of Nebraska-Lincoln) 

6 

 

Notes on Natural History of Striped Bark Scorpion in Franklin County, 

Nebraska 

Theo Huber and Keith Geluso 

(University of Nebraska at Kearney) 

7 Small Mammal and Bird Diversity in a Recently Seeded vs. Established Urban 

Prairie 

 Anna DeGroot, Laura Bettenhausen, and Mark Hammer 

(Wayne State College) 

8 

 

Submergence Behavior by Female Ornate Box Turtles (Terrapene ornata) in 

June 

Dawson Kosmicki, Joseph Paysen, Carter Kruse, and Keith Geluso 

(University of Nebraska at Kearney) 

9 Notes on reproduction and roost sites for Silver-haired Bats (Lasionycteris 

noctivagans) in western Nebraska 

Joseph Paysen, Dawson Kosmicki, and Keith Geluso 

(University of Nebraska at Kearney) 

10 Importance of Upland Game Attributes in Rural and Urban Hunters 

Charlie R. Stansbery, Matthew P. Gruntorad, Mark P. Vrtiska,  Jeffery J. 

Lusk, and Christopher J. Chizinski 

(University of Nebraska-Lincoln) 

11 Importance of Upland Game Hunting Attributes to Nebraska Residents and 

Non-Residents 

 Josh Bugay, Mathew P. Gruntorad, Mark Vrtiska,  Jeffery J. Lusk, and 

Christopher J. Chizinski 

(University of Nebraska-Lincoln) 

4 of 4 


	2025 NETWS Annual Members Meeting Notes.pdf
	2024_FinalEOY.pdf
	2025_FinalBudget.pdf
	2025_AgendaToPrint.pdf

